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Through centuries, the area occupied by the Hooghly district of West Bengal has seen 
the rise and fall of the colonial ambitions of the Portugese, the Dutch, the French, the Danish 
and the British. Towards end of the 16th century, they successively founded factories(trading 
settlements) along the western banks of the river Hooghly being a strategic region. Thus grew 
several river ports each presided over by a different settlement. Each of the ports would rise 
to prominence only to be overshadowed by the next till the British ousted all the competitors. 
Today, traces of various European settlements remain etched in the port towns of the 
Hooghly district namely, Serampore, Chandannagar, Chinsurah, Hooghly and Bandel and the 
remnants of these past interactions are distinguishable making a brightly coloured mosaic of 
cultures. The Europeans built grand structures, peppered to local language and food with 
their own idioms. Notable among the colonial heritage sites are the Danish Governor’s House, 
St Olaf’s Church, Serampore college, the Baptist Mission and the English cemetery at 
Serampore. Chandannagore still upholds the French, Governor Dupleix’s residential palace, 
the Sacred Heart Church, the dilapidated gateway entrance and the grand promenade called 
‘Quai Dupleix’. At Chinsurah, one sees the Armenian church of St. John the Baptiste, Dutch 
Commissioners House, the Dutch cemetery and the Clock Tower of  the British times. Hooghly 
witnesses the Portuguese church at Bandel.  
This article aims at building awareness and consciousness for the task of preservation, 
conservation and maintenance of the colonial heritage the region, well seen in photographs, 
painting, annotation in books and journals which are often in danger of being wiped out with 
the economic changes in the district landscapes, with the rapid altering political,  social, 
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Introduction 
Hooghly is the silent spectator and witness of many ups and downs, upheavals through the 
river bank and settlements for trade and power. Historically Hooghly is one of the most 
interesting districts in the province of Bengal, indeed in the whole of India. But this interest is 
entirely correlated to matters in the last four centuries and is almost wholly European. Here 
within the space of a few miles of river bank, the Portuguese, English, Dutch, French, Danes 
and Flemings struggled with each other and formed settlements in these strategic region. The 
battle for trade and power were fought on this river Hooghly by most of the European nations 
and converted the swampy little known corner of the country into a center of all attentions. 
The Portuguese at Bandel, the Dutch at Chinsurah, the French at Chandernagor, the Danes at 
Serampore and the English at Calcutta left their physical mark in these settlements. It's like a 
‘little Europe’ that was discovered in these places. 653 
Thus grew several riverports on the western banks of the Hooghly each presided over 
by a different settlement.Each of the ports would rise to prominence, only to be 
overshadowed by the next till the British ousted all their competitors. However traces of 
various European settlements remained etched in the port towns of Hooghly district making it 
a brightly coloured mosaic of cultures, unlike any other in the country.654 
Hooghly and Bandel  
The Portuguese were the first European nations to visit and settle in India. They were 
also the first to come to Bengal. The arrival of Vasco Da Gama at Calicut on 26th August 1498 
was followed a couple of decades later by the arrival of Portuguese in Bengal. The Portuguese 
explorer to visit Bengal was Joao da Silveira in 1518. Portuguese traders began to frequent 
Bengal about 1530. In 1534, the Viceroy of Goa sent a fleet of nine ships to aid the reigning 
Nawab of Bengal against an invader, Sher Khan. In 1538, a number of Portuguese entered the 
services of the King of Gaur as military adventurers. It was during the reign of Akbar that the 
Portuguese regularly settled at Hooghly. A Portuguese captain Tavarez went up to Agra who 
was favourably received by Akbar and granted permission to choose any spot he liked near 
the Hooghly to erect a town and to build a Church. In 1599, it would seem, they built their fort 
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and church. At low tide the foundations of two walls of the old Portuguese Fort may be seen 
jutting out from the river bank immediately in front of the present Hooghly Jail. 655 
Bandel  
Bandel – means nothing more than wharf. About half a mile beyond the Church is the Circuit 
House which approximately marks the northern boundary, as the present Hooghly jail does 
the southern of the old Portuguese settlement. From the early sixteenth century, both private 
Portuguese merchants as well the official Portuguese representatives had begun to come to 
Bengal regularly, which often led to violent conflicts between them. There was no Portuguese 
settlement at Hooghly prior to 1565, since the Portuguese used to transfer the goods from 
Bettore (opposite Howrah) by smaller boats to Satgaon. Satgaon wasknown as Saptagram in 
ancient times.656  
 
Bandel Church  
The Portugese established a prosperous trade and military settlement at Chinsurah. They 
called Augustinian friars from Goa, who built a monastery and a church at Bandel in 1599. 
This church was destroyed in the Mughal siege of Hooghly and four of the five priests were 
killed. Fr. Joan da Cruz survived. Later Fr. Joan and a few thousand Christians were deported 
to Agra fort and condemned by Emperor Shah Jahan to die at the mercy of ferocious 
elephants. One elephant with its trunk placed Fr.Joan on its back and knelt before Shah Jahan 
imploring mercy. The emperor and the public, impressed by the miracle, set the prisoners 
free. Fr.Joan and the Christians were sent back to Bandel. Emperor Shah Jahan gave money to 
reconstruct the Church and endowed it with 77 bighas of land in the year 1623. As one enters 
the church, one sees‘Our lady of Holy Rosary’ at the main altar set diametrically opposite to 
the doorway. The murals, tinted glass windows, stained glass with history and architecture 
reflect the Portuguese style of an era gone by. The church has three altars, several 
tombstones and an organ along with the shrine to Mary. Perhaps the most beautiful of the 
creations are the Grotto of Lourdes and the statue of Jesus and Mary on way to Cavalry. Set 
amid leafy vines, they are a surreal experience.  
The church bears testimony to another story; also they call her Our Lady of Happy 
Voyage. The presiding deity of Bandel Church continues to be revered ever since a stormy 
night over 300 years ago. A Portuguese merchant ship ran up against turbulent weather and 
was about to sink. However its devout occupants kept on hailing Mary till some hidden power 
tugged them to safety to the river mouth of the Sagar islands. It nudged the vessel further 
into the Hooghly till it reached Bandel. In sheer gratitude the captain of the ship presented his 
ship's mast to the local church. The 40 feet wooden pillar testifies his faith as one enters the 
imposing structure and dominates the landscape in all directions and stands sole witness – 
apart from the river some 100 yards away to the rise and fallof the Portuguese in 
Bengal.657xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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‘Chinsurah’ figures prominently in the maritime trade history of Bengal. It is a part of the Little 
Europe that flourished on the right bank of Hooghly comprising the Portuguese, French, 
Dutch, Danes and the Flemish who were attracted by the thriving trade in Bengal. The ancient 
towns still retain the architectural remnants of Dutch, Armenians and English presence in 
their soil.658 
In the history of both India and Bengal, the twin towns of Hooghly-Chinsurah have a 
prominent place. The twin towns were merged to form Chinsurah-Hooghly Municipality in 
1865. The Portugueseprobably were the first to make forays into this marshy wilderness on 
the banks of the river. In 1679 -80 Emperor Akbar gave permission to a Portuguese captain 
Pedro Tavares to establish a city anywhere in the Bengal province. They chose Hooghly which 
became the first European settlement in Bengal. But the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan sent his 
army to banish them after complaints that they were harassing the locals. Meanwhile, by 16th 
Century the famous port of Saptagram was dying due to siltation of River Saraswati. 
Saptagram was the hub of trade and a favourable haunt of men who came from faraway land. 
Bhagirathi main course started flowing through the Hooghly whose banks became the new 
centre of trade. When Portuguese left Chinsurah,  it lost all its prosperity. Following the fall of 
Saptagram and that of Portuguese, the Dutch entered the scene. Initially they came to 
Hooghly with a firman from the Emperor but when their kothee was swept away by flood 
waters they turned to Chinsurah in 1656. In 1655, the Dutch had established a factory at 
Chinsurah followed by the building of Fort Gustavas in 1682-1687. The Dutch used Chinsurah 
as their prominent business base for opium trade throughout Asia. However, the Dutch lost 
the post to British in the Battle of Chinsura or Battle of Biderra. The Battle of Chinsurah took 
place near Chinsurah on 25November 1759 during the seven years involving most of the 
foreign powers. The battle was fought between a force of British troops mainly belonging to 
the British East India Company and a force of the Dutch East India Company which was invited 
by the Nawab of Bengal. Mir Jafar, to help him get rid of the British and establish themselves 
as the leading commercial company in Bengal. Despite Britain and the Dutch Republic not 
formally being at war. The Dutch advanced up the Hooghly River and were met at Chinsurah 
by a mixed force of British and local troops. The British under Colonel Francis Forde defeated 
the Dutch, forcing them to withdraw. In 1814, Dutch control was restored in Chinsurah. The 
Dutch ruled here till May 1825 when by the Treaty of London(March 17, 1824), Chinsurah was 
finally ceded to the English in exchange of the island of Sumatra. But during the period of 
their participation in Bengal’s trade, the Dutch enjoyed a decided advantage over their rivals. 
Presently, Chinsurah serves as the district headquarters of Hooghly.659 
Though Fort Gustavas is in ruins today and the famous Octagonal church has been 
demolished, some reminders of Dutch presence is still visible in Chinsurah. Apart from these, 
names of localities like Armenitola and Feringhitola recall European connections of bygone 
days.660 
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The Armenian church of St. John the Baptist was built between 1695 and 1697 by Margar 
Johannes. When he died midway, it was completed by his brother Joseph. Dedicated to 
St.John the Baptist, it is the second oldest Christian Church in Bengal and the oldest Armenian 
Church in India. The foundation stone was laid by Daniel Anthony Overbeck, the last Dutch 
Governor. He was laid to rest at the local cemetery. The Armenians, followed the Dutch and 
had settled in Chinsurah in1645. Until late 19th  century, Armenian settlement in Chinsurah 
was quite large. Though Armenians abandoned Chinsurah for Calcutta, even today, around 
January14 they commemorate the birth of St. John the Baptist at the church in Chinsurah.661 
Ghari Morh 
The clock tower of Chinsurah is another interesting piece of architecture. The tower stands as 
a landmark at Ghari Morh in the middle of the town. The London-made clock was set up in 
1914 to honour King Edward –VII and is in use ever since. 662 
District Court Building 
The Commissioner’s house is a grand double storeyed structure, overlooking the river. A 
tablet on the staircase bears the date 1767 and a monogram composed of the letters OVC 
“Ostindiche Vereenigde Companie” or the United East India Company. With its impressive 
flight of steps, afire place and a double way staircase, the building believed to be constructed 
in 1744 by the Dutch Governor Schiterman is an imposing reminder of the Dutch presence. 
When the British got the rights over Chinsurah from the Dutch in 1829. Fort Gustavus, built by 
the Dutch was destroyed by the British and instead they built Chinsurah Barrack to house 
their newly arrived army personnel. Now it houses the Chinsurah court and is perhaps the 
longest court building in Asia. 663 
Hooghly Mohsin College 
The Hooghly Mohsin College was established in 1836. An impressive double storeyed 
structure with Ionian columns. The college was founded by Hazi Mohammad Mohsin on 
August 1, 1836. It completed its 175th Anniversary in the year 2011. He founded the college in 
General Perron’s large House. He was a famous Frenchman who served as military advisor to 
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Shandeshwari Temple  
The contribution of the Dutch is not limited to churches. The Shandeshwari temple on the 
banks of the river also has strong connections with the foreign traders. According to the 
legend, a pair of brass drums and silver statue of Shiva were presented by the Dutch and 
these have been preserved at the temple. 665 
Dutch cemetery 
The cemetery set amidst green paddy fields is located 800 meters west of the Old Dutch fort. 
The southern part contains the 22 remaining Dutch tombs, impressive mausoleums, obelisks 
and tomb stones from 1743. The cemetery is now a protected monument and is maintained 
by the Archaeological Survey of India. The cemetery is one of the most prominent remains of 
the former Dutch colony. It was built at the time of Governor Louis Tileford around 17th 
century. Many famous Dutch nationals have been laid to rest in peace at this cemetery. 
Somewhat different in spirit but equally impressive is the tomb of Susan Anna Maria, a Dutch 
lady is the tomb of Susan Anna Maria, a Dutch lady who died in 1809. Built of brick and lime 
mortar the tomb stands 45m high on a plinth from which rise two square drums both 
truncated at the corners making them Octagonal. The upper drum is capped by a short dome, 
decorated with gabled windows and lantern. The overall appearance is that of a Renaissance 
church in miniature.666 
Chandannagar 
In 1673, the French got permission from Ibrahim Khan, the Nawab of Bengal to set up a 
trading post on the right bank of the river Hooghly.  Even today, remnants of pharashi 
(French) influence survive, with the words ‘Liberte, Egalite, Fraternitee’ greeting visitors at the 
dilapidated gateway to the city. Thus Chandannagore became a part of the French colony but 
it was not until 1688 that it became a permanent French settlement. The French occupied 
Chandannagore for the first time in 1697 and constructed Fort Orleans. In 1730 Joseph 
Francois Dupleix was appointed governor of the city and during this time that maritime trade 
flourished and Chandannagor became a force to reckon with. Along with trade, the cultural 
heritage of the city reached its peak. Many buildings bearing the beautiful French 
architectural stamp were constructed during this time. In 1756, Dupleix transformed a non 
descript settlement into the “most important European settlement in Bengal with 2000 brick 
houses and extensive trade and unsurpassed credit”.France and Great Britain locked horns 
and Admiral Charles Watson of the British Navy captured Chandannagore in 1757. In 1763, 
the city was restored to the French, but the British once again took possession in 1794 during 
the Napoleonic War. Then again in 1816, Chandannagore was returned to France and it was 
governed as a part of French India until 1950. After India gained Independence in 1947 from 
the British, the French Government held a plebiscite and discovered that the residents of 
Chandannagore wanted to become part of India. On November 26, 1952, Chandannagore 
finally gained independence and was attached as a part of the state of West Bengal on June 
10, 1954.  
Since it was governed by the French for such a long time, Chandannagore till date 
personifies French refinement. A grand promenade or the strand in Chandannagore is known 
as Quai Dupleix is located along the banks of river Hooghly and has a row of fine 
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buildings.One can sit here and spend hours just watching the river flow by. The Strand was 
and still is the cultural life force of Chandannagore. 667 
The Chandannagore Museum and Institute: 
It was known as Dupleix’s palace. Today, the museum houses rare paintings, objects of art 
and French antiquities. Amongst other artefacts, are a list of clay models old utensils used 
when the town was  ruled by the French, the map that Vasco Da Gama had used to discover 
India, model of a ship resembling the French East India Company ship, rare paintings like a 
Great Mughal Court, portrait of Jean Thevenot, paintings by Jean Baptise Tavernier, Rene 
Madec, painting of Claude Martin, Major General of the East India Company, the model of 
Saptagram, a Royal port of India on the banks of the river Saraswati. Built in 19th century, its 
spacious verandah commands a grand view of the river.668 
The Chapel of the Sisters of Cluny 
One of the earliest churches at Chandannagore is the chapel of the Sisters of Cluny 
constructed in 1720, the austere building has an arched opening and an intricately carved 
door.  
The Sacred Heart Cathedral  
It was built between 1875 and 1885 personifies the elegance of French architecture. The 
moment one enters the church, one can feel the peace that it exudes. it is an imposing 
double-storeyed building with two–tiered façade supported by a row of coupled pillars. 
Flanking the semicircular pediment on the upper storey are rectangular corner towers. An 
authentic expression of French architectural style in India in design is ultimately derived from 
the Baroque and corresponds in general terms with the church of St.Gervar’s in Paris dated 
1616.Also along the river front are St. Joseph’s Convent, the Jail, the Police Office and the 
Thistle Hotel (Presently the court of the Sub divisional judicial magistrate). 669 
French Cemeteries 
French cemeteries at Channaagore still have a number of impressive memorials, tombs, 
resembling the temple of Parthenon, mausoleums, obelisks, tombstones bearing carved 
figures and motifs, a touching reminder of the presence of the French community in a once 
prosperous town. 
Serampore  
The success of European overseas trading companies led to the setting up of Danish Asiatic 
Company in 1732 with the Danish Government as a major stockholder. Danes arrived late in 
Bengal while other major European powers had already negotiated commercial treaties with 
the Nawab of Bengal, andacquired land and established separate posts or factories. In 1755 
the Danish Asiatic Company was granted the right to establish a trading post at Serampore by 
the River Hooghly . The name of the place was officially changed to Frederiksnagore to honur 
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theDanish King Frederick V. Subsequently, Serampore came under direct administration of 
the Danish Crown in 1777 and remained so with only a few interruptions until 1845.  
It was due to Denmark’s good relations with the French that the French Governor of 
Chandernagore became an intermediate in their contact with the Nawab Ali Verdi Khan. After 
his death, the new Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula captured the British Fort William in Calcutta War 
also broke out between England and France and its outcome determined the future 
domination of India. Following the victory of British in Battle of Plassey, the Danish settlement 
in Serampore was able to survive and thrive only with implicit British acceptance. 670 
Decline and sale(1845)  
Conditions changed abruptly in 1801 when the whole Danish fleet was seized in Copenhagen 
in 1807. The British took possession of Serampore and Tranquebar,as well as the smaller 
Danish factories till 1815. When Serampore was restored to Denmark, the lucrative trade had 
ceased by then. Early industrialization in England largely extinguished the trade in Indian 
hand-oven cotton and silk textiles leading to the decline of trade in India and after 1815 only 
the Danish ship arrived directly at Serampore. During these years of economic recession, 
many of the well to-do merchants abandoned the place. In addition, sedimentation and sand 
banks in the river impeded navigation of large ships mostly with three masts to Serampore 
thereby increasing transshipment charges. Serampore came increasingly under British 
influence and was sold to them in 1845.671 
The Danish Government House 
Danish government, established in 1755 was the centre of Danish administration, as well as 
the private residence of the Head of Serampore. Initially, the government house was a simple 
mud and wattle construction with a thatched roof consisting of a hall, four large rooms, two 
small rooms, two verandahs and a  storeroom. A major part of this building collapsed during a 
dinner party in 1770 and the members of the Council and their wives barely saved their lives 
by a narrow escape through the windows. In 1771, the Danish Head of Serampore, Johan 
Leonard Fix constructed a new brick built government house consisting of a hall, two rooms 
and a verandah which still exist as the oldest Danish settlement in Serampore and is at 
present the court compound. 
Main Gate: A brick built gate on the northern side of the compound was first mentioned in 
the records in 1772. Shortly after the British occupation of Serampore between 1808 and 
1815, the gate was rebuilt and paired pilasters header by Ionic capitals and a triangular 
pediment. A drawing from 1827 shows this impressive and richly ornamented gate with a 
monogram of the Danish King Frederick VI, who ruled Denmark (1808-1838). Overshadowed 
by large trees, shanties and local rickshaws waiting for customers, the rundown gate still 
functions as the main entrance to the court compound.672 
                                                          
18. Crawford, D.G op.cit,p. 50-54 and ‘The Chandannagore papers 1778 – 1783 in Bengal Past and 
Present, July – December, Vol II 1909 
19. Ibid and Pritimadhab Ray, Srirampur Parichiti, Srirampore, 1407 B.S (Bengali)and Basanta Kumar 
Bose Srirampur Mohokumar Itihas, Srirampur, 1322 B.S(Bengali) Chakraborty Phanindranath, 
‘Arrival of the Danes in Bengal in Carey Day, 221
st
 Birth Anniversary of William Carey, Serampore, 
1982. 
20. Flemming Aalund & Simon Rasten, Indo-Danish Heritage Buildings of Serampore Survey report by 





For many years the British East India Company prohibited missionary activities in their 
territories, fearing public unrest and loss of trade. Because of this restrictive policy, the first 
British missionaries to India sought protection under the British Crown and were welcomed in 
Serampore by the then Head of the Danish settlement, Ole Bie, William Carey, Joshua 
Marshman and William Ward of the Baptist Missinary Society were the first Baptist 
missionaries to arrive along with their families in 1799. Apart from propagandizing the Gospel, 
the missionaries showed strong interest in education and natural science. In 1800, a botanical 
garden was laid out at the ground of the present India Jute Mill and soon after a painting 
house ad paper mill were founded introducing the first steam driven factory in India. 
Carey made an outstanding contribution by founding the Serampore Mission Press in 
1800 where the wooden Bangla types made by Panchanan Karmakar were installed. Carey 
became famous as the father of Bangla prose. The Mission Press published three books – the 
Bangla translation of TheBible, Hitopodesh and Kathopokathan. Munshi RamramBasu, the 
pundit appointed by  Carey, brought out Pratapaditya Charit and the Bangla versions of the 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The first issue of the second Bangla daily, Samachar, Darpan 
came out in 1818 under the editorship of William Carey.  
Another outstanding contribution of the missionaries was the installation of India’s 
first paper mill, propelled by a stream engine. Between 1801 and 1832,the Serampore 
Mission press printed 2,12,000 copies of books in 40 different languages.  
Serampore College was founded in 1818 and soon after the construction of anew 
building was initiated at a large site close to the river adjoining the botanical garden and the 
printing house. By a Royal Charter issued on February 23, 1827, the College was officially 
recognized and offered similar rights of conferring degrees in all subjects as enjoyed by the 
Danish universities in Copenhagen and Kiel. In 1845, when the Danish settlement was 
transferred to the British the treaty of acquisition included provisions for maintaining the 
rights and immunities granted to the College by the Royal Charter of 1827. Serampore college 
is now affiliated to Calcutta University and it has earned a great reputation in providing 
opportunities for higher education. Situated within a pleasant and well-kept green area, the 
main building of Serampore College and the former residence of William Carey as well as the 
ancilliary buildings are major landmarks of Serampore today. 
 The spacious double high entrance hall is furnished with a large double staircase 
executed in cast iron, just as the main gate of the compound, which opens towards the river. 
All these elements were produced in Birmingham and granted to the College as a special gift 
from the Danish King Frederik VI in appreciation of the work carried out by the mission for the 
good cause of Serampore. 673 
 
St.Olav’s Church 
Funded partly by private subscription in Denmark and Serampore and partly by public grants, 
the construction of St. Olav’ Church was initiated in 1800 by the Danish Governor Ole Bie the 
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church was completed in 1806, a year after the decease of Ole Bie, but the portico and bell 
tower was completed in 1821. The church became a major landmark of Serampore, appearing 
at all the early depicture of the town. The steeple was –and still is contributing to the town 
silhouette when seen from a distance, especially while arriving by boat or viewed from the 
opposite side of the river. 
The St.Olav Church had a significant impact on the perception of Serampore as 
aDanish settlement. However, due to the small number of resident Danes. The services were 
performed by the English Baptist missionaries and never by any Danish priest.The interior is 
sparsely decorated with some stucco –work high on the walls in the choir. Otherwise there is 
no adornment apart from six commemorative tablets along the southern aisle wall. Three of 
them honour the former Danish heads of Serampore: J.O Voight, J.S. Hohlenberg andL.T, Ole 
Bie. The remaining tablets were put up in memory of Juliane Marie Wallich, William Wollen 
and in collective memory of the British missionaries. William Carey, Joshua Marshmann and 
William Ward. At the steeple are two bells of European origin, but none of them is in use 
anymore.St.Olav’s Church is now under administration by Church of North India, but the day 
to day use and maintenance is taken care ofby Serampore College.674 
The Catholic Church : 
Built in 1776 the Roman Catholic Church is the oldest church in Serampore. The buidding 
replaced a chapel dating from 1764, which had become too small to serve the growing 
Catholic community. Auxiliary buildings were constructed on an adjoining piece of land in 
1780 for the accommodation of the priest.The buildings were further extended in 1841 and a 
second storey added to it. 675 
The Mission Cemetery:  
The Baptist Mission church with a long colonnaded veranda and arched windows dated from 
the late 18th century. The cemetery of the Baptist mission is situated close to the present Dey 
Street. The ground is now maintained by Serampore College and three monuments of the 
prominent missionaries William Carey, Joshua Marshann and William Ward have recently 
been restored under supervision by INTACH(Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 
Heritage) Kolkata.676 
The Danish Cemetary : 
The Danish cemetery in Serampore was reserved for Protestants and adjoining it, separated 
by a low wall, was the burial ground of the Roman Catholics. A total of 33 burial places can be 
immediately identified of which 16 seem to be listed by number. Unfortunately, only a few 
gravestones with inscriptions have been preserved. The three most notable commemorative 
epitaphs are of Factor Casper Top and the two Governors of the Danish possessions in Bengal, 
Ole (Olav) Bie and Jacob Krefting. 
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The Danish cemetery is aProtected Monument and maintained by the Archaeological 
Survey of India. Almost all the masonry tombs have been renovated by the use of cement 
plaster and only few original details and ornaments have been preserved.677 
The Denmark Tavern and Hotel : 
The peaceful, yet urban atmosphere of Serampore attracted a number of well-to-do 
inhabitants from Calcutta during the Danish period. With the easy access by boat on the 
Hooghly River and its proximity to Calcutta, Serampore offered a pleasant interruption  from 
the busy city life, as kind of recreational area. A former owner of London Tavern had opened 
the Denmark Tavern and Hotel in the new upper-roomed house near the flag staff in 
Serampore. This house still exists today on the corner of the Nisan Ghat Lane and Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, having a prominent location. The building is in poor condition though its double 
columns in Tuscan order still stand and is occupied by the Serampore Emergency Force Line 
under West Bengal Police. 678 
Other notable heritage features of the Danish times include the Nisan fhat which 
functioned as the main landing place for merchandise and behind the gat was the Danish 
Godown which is at present the SDO Bunglow – but the saluting cannons have been removed 
and reinstated in front of St. Olav’s church. A number of colonial style gateways dating from 
both Danish and British periods are still preserved today in Serampore at the entrance to 
various houses on T.C.Goswami Street.679 
Warren Hastings’Pleasure House 
Close to Serampore, Warren Hastings built his garden house over a sprawling twenty 
acres of land on the river at Rishra. He occupied this house between 1780-1784. A typical 
period piece, the house has a partially screened verandah supported by three columns, large 
rooms, balustrade, three columns,railings and a spacious terrace – an ideal retreat for the 
Governor General. By the mid 19th century, almost the entire west bank became British 
territory and buildings constructed by the other European communities were put to use by 
the British obscuring in the process, their original historical association and imparting them 
with a new meaning. Today Warren Hastings pleasure resort has become the Hastings Jute 
Mill. 
The number of nationalities who ventured into their area was many. The Greek 
established a colony in Rishra. Prussians in Bhadreswar, Belgians in Bankimnagar not to 
mention the Second Dutch colony at Baranagore mainly as a port  and loading dock for the 
Dutch ships. With the rapid development of Calcutta, those colonies wound up and their 
residents moved to the city and contributed to its growth. These small European colonies that 
dotted the banks of the Hooghly ended up in the great metropolis of Calcutta, once a time 
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hamlet that grew to be the Second city of an empire on which the sun never set at least for a 
fair period of time.680 
Conclusion 
One cannot deny the colonial heritage of  the Hooghly district. This aspect is clearly seen in 
the rare photographs, paintings and detailed annotations in books discussing articles 
important areas of the European colonial towns within the district. Today, despite the 
enormous changes that have taken place within the district’s landscape, with the rapid 
altering political, social and cultural circumstances and the changing architectural 
requirements ambivalent to environmental needs, we must remember the Hooghly district 
heritage constitutes a considerable asset for the development of cultural heritage tourism. 
Potential for Cultural heritage tourism 
Two independent studies of the potential for tourism development along the Hooghly River 
have been conducted in recent years: 
a)‘Europe on the Ganges’ is a study carried out by INTACH. The Indian National Trust for Art 
and Cultural Heritage, with support from the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India. It 
describes the heritage assets at seven sites along the Hooghly River from Kolkata to Bandel, 
including Serampore. 
b) ‘Ganga heritage river cruise’ circuit is another study carried out at the initiative of West 
Bengal Tourist Development Corporation Ltd, with the aim of developing tourism related 
infrastructure, including jetty and river front beautification for exploiting the tourism 
potential of 12 identified destinations along the Hooghly River. 
These studies form a sound basis for subsequent planning of heritage tourism, which will be 
attractive to local and international visitors. Marketed internationally the Indo-European 
heritage along the Hooghly River would most certainly become an attraction in line with the 
well-known tourist destinations in West Bengal. 
Heritage Management strategy 
The economic development in West Bengal entails a rapid urban expansion and construction 
of new buildings. Conservation of heritage resources is an important element in the 
development process, aiming at the improvement of the aesthetic and recreational qualities 
of Hooghly district, as well as the enhancement of local identity based on the specific history 
of the town. 
The rich cultural and architectural heritage of the Hooghly district is rightly 
acknowledgedand appreciated by the Indian authorities, as it is reflected in the current Draft 
Development Plan and Vision 2005. There are several plans and proposals for the 
development of tourism along the Hooghly River, focusing on the Indian and European 
heritage resources as well as the attractive landscape along the river. Realization of these 
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plans and ideas would put new focus on the heritage resources for the benefit of local 
residents and visitors to the Hooghly district. 
The area along the river, with the ancient ghats and the fine views to the river and 
beyond, has a special appeal and recreational value to all citizens. Within the towns the 
layout and the historical development give reason to single out the distinct heritage zones, 
representing the original organization of the early settlement in the 18th and 19th century. 
There is a need to put focus on the built heritage and raise general awareness among ordinary 
citizens and owners of historic houses by issuing relevant information in English, Bengali and 
Hindi.681 
The Government of West Bengal and the Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) have 
taken some important steps with regard to preserving the rich heritage in the State of West 
Bengal. In 2001 the West Bengal Heritage Commission was established ‘for the purpose of 
identifying heritage buildings, monuments, precincts and sites and for measures for their 
restoration and preservation’.  
The heritage buildings from Kolkata and its adjacent areaswas prepared by a special 
heritage conservation committee and published by the KMC. Furthermore, in order to help 
the property owners maintain and preserve the historic buildings, a booklet has been 
published entitled ‘Guidelines for the owners of heritage buildings’. 
The rich heritage in Hooghly district is under threat from lack of maintenance and 
urban development pressure, allowing old buildings to deteriorate, possibly awaiting 
demolition to give way for more rewarding economic investments. In this process of 
modernization there is an imminent risk that important buildings and heritage values are 
being irrevocably lost even before they have been identified, documented and appreciated. 
The many old buildings have in many cases been disfigured by later alterations and 
they are not always easy to identify. A comprehensive survey should also aim at identifying 
the heritage relating to the later historic periods under European Colonial rule. 
Things have changed over the last hundred odd years. As the river bank became the 
hub of industrialization, new architecture redefining the man space relationship in strictly 
functional terms came into vogue. Jute factories occupied much of the open space along the 
river.Tall chimneys, long barrack blocks, huge godowns and spacious bunglows of the 
managerial cadre transferred the face of the area. Many heritage buildings are overshadowed 
by the brick and iron structures of the industrial establishment.  
With the aim of putting focus on heritage as a resource for improvement of the 
qualities of the urban environment and as a means for economic and social development, it is 
suggested that a survey be carried out.Subsequently, the buildings and the heritage zones 
should be put under formal protection under the government heritage act as part of an 
overall integrated conservation strategy for the Hooghly district. 
The West Bengal Heritage Commission and the Kolkata Municipal Corporation have 
listed many of these heritage properties and are taking up the projects for the restoration and 
renovation of these edifices some being projected for public performances, or being 
converted to museums. The Archaeological Survey of India has also been in charge of some of 
                                                          





the historical edifice for preservation. The Indian national Trust for preservation of 
Architectural and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) and other NGOs have been playing a significant 
role to create consciousness and public awareness to save the remnants of reckless neglect 
and the aesthetically styled buildings leaving composite colonial architecture in the Hooghly’s 
central promenades and to use them.  
Finally, we must also recognize and acknowledge the work of the innumerable 
artisans who actually crafted not just each building to be commemorated but even more 
memorable, the intricate, ornate and exotic figures and statues that embellish these religious 
sites. The architects may be Indian or European but were well-known in their profession but it 
was the British Indian endeavours who adapted and synthesized the fusion of Europe with the 
built part of Indian composite culture on the Soul of Bengal. All the more, we should cherish 
our rich culture and the natural traditions of our glorious past, trying to restore and renovate 
these buildingswith special care and have them open to public to rediscover the exhilarating 
experience of our cultural spiritual past. 682 
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